The Casualty Surgeons' Association is still pressing for the creation of consultants in accident and emergency work and it is convinced that this will go a long way to improving the standard in accident and emergency departments. The association is concerned that the standard is low and it feels it is very important that it should be raised. It feels that the recommendations of the Platt Committee have been given a fair trial over 10 years and they have failed to appreciably affect the standards. The casualty surgeons' view is that a casualty or accident and emergency department must be concerned with the treatment of all patients who find themselves in an emergency situation and that while in certain industrial areas and alongside major roads there may be a high proportion of major trauma, in other accident and emergency departments, especially those large busy departments in the centre of metropolitan areas, the emphasis often falls more on medical and surgical emergencies and trauma may take third place.
